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QATARI-SAUDI BUSINESS COUNCIL D1SCUSSES FACILITATING TRADE

EXCHANGE PROCEDURES

During its meeting in Riyadh, the Qatari-Saudi Business Council
discussed facilitating trade exchange procedures and enhancing
mutual investments.

The Chairman of the Qatar Chamber of Commerce and Industry
and Head of the Qatari side, Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim bin Al
Thani, pointed out that “the meeting of the Joint Business Council
in Riyadh constitutes a continuation of previous meetings and
contacts that aimed at a more integrated and prosperous economic
future, and more capable of benefiting from the available potential
and opportunities.” Pointing out "the two countries' keenness
to increase and develop cooperation in various sectors, whether
economic, commercial or investment, especially with regard to
the private sector and activating trade exchange." He noted that
"the Council is working towards removing obstacles that limit the
ease of flow of goods and commodities, especially with regard to
one side taking unilateral measures that hinder the growth of trade
exchange between the two countries,” according to a statement by
the Qatar Chamber.

In turn, the Chairman of the Federation of Saudi Chambers,
Hassan bin Moajab Al-Huwaizi, noted the experience that Qatar
has in organizing the FIFA World Cup (World Cup 2022), which
the Saudi side can benefit from. He pointed out the importance of
achieving economic integration between the two countries.
Source (Al-Araby Al-Jadeed Newspaper, Edited

B “Firca” Affirms BAHRAIN'S RATING AT “B+”

“Fitch” Ratings maintained its rating
for Bahrain at "B+", downgrading its
outlook to "negative" from "stable",
due to persisting broad-based deficits
amid rising interest rates, increased
debt-to-GDP, and delays in reforms.
It expects Bahrain's government debt
to rise from 130 percent in 2024 to
136 percent of GDP in 2026, with the
upward trajectory continuing over the
medium term, compared to the debt of
96 percent in 2019. Fitch also expects
the government's revised budget
deficit to remain wide at around 9 percent of GDP in 2025 and
2026, up from 9.5 percent in 2024.

Source (Al-Sharq Al-Awsat Eewspaper, Edited)
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M Juvp IN GCC FOREIGN RESERVE ASSET GROWTH

Data from the Statistical Center
for the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC-Stat) showed that the volume
of foreign reserve assets in the Gulf
countries grew by 7.5 percent during
the first half of last year, compared
to the end of 2023, to reach $ 804.1
billion. These assets account for 4.9
percent of the global total, ranking
in terms of the size of international
reserve assets in fifth place after
China, the European Union, Japan
and Switzerland.

According to the center, the total
assets of commercial banks operating in the region by the end
of the first half of 2024 amounted to about $ 4.3 trillion, an
increase of 8.4 percent compared to the total assets recorded at
the end of 2023.

Source (Al-Arab Newspaper of London, Edited)

Pessmvistic UN ASSESSMENT OF THE SPEED OF RECOVERY OF THE

SYrRIAN EcoNomy

A UN report shows that Syria's
economy needs 55 years to return to
its pre-conflict level if it continues to
grow at the current pace. The United
Nations appealed to the international
community to invest heavily in Syria
to accelerate growth.

According to the United Nations, at
the current growth rate of about 1.3
percent per year on average between
2018 and 2024, the Syrian economy
will not return before 2080 to the GDP
it was before the war. Syria's GDP in
the year before the crisis erupted was about $62 billion but has
shrunk by more than half, with an estimated $800 billion in losses
due to the war.

Source (Al-Arab Newspaper of London, Edited)

B Govp SETTLES NEAR HiGHS

Gold prices settled near an all-time
high on Monday, supported by
concerns over US President Donald
Trump's tariff plans. The focus has
shifted to an important report on
inflation in the United States due later
in the week.

Spot gold settled at $2,934.82 an
ounce. U.S. gold futures fell 0.1
percent to $2,950.10. Gold hit an all-
time high of $2954.69 last Thursday.
Trump has warned that he will
announce new tariffs next month, adding timber to plans he has
previously announced to impose tariffs on imports of automobiles,
semiconductors, and medicines.

Source (Al-Rai Kuwaiti Newspaper, Edited)

aulall Jgal Aginill Ablfialll Jgnill ggi 4 zjas M

Jsal (sl Kol il @ ekl
Jsa) eAA a1 sl ala
C_\H\ Jde s Ll bliay)
dﬁ{\ umﬂ\ JAM\‘;YSJ\M
)\Jﬁ )L\Lﬂ 804 1 S d-A-J 2023
UAMA\‘:A49d3m‘>I\dLJS.&S
oo i f o Cimallall e
sl Aliayl Jsad) PECUINGITN
iVl g Cpall axn daldl) A4 yall 3

S e gy QLY 5 ‘;’JJJY‘

Adl Joual anl (8 SSOall 3855
2024 ) (s JsY) Caaill ey &b dahid) & Adalall 4y jlasl)
bJLq;\@MJ&AM\@84M&\&J\J‘JYJJUJAL}43j;.i
2023 sle e Aaudll Ja¥l

(L als c‘\.ué.\m <l W) Jaal)

Aligéle gyganll ALOiGl Asleiwl Acpn Jlp piliivig ool pudi

& sasidl Y\ULJJLA))NJQ.H
Lle 55 g\ dalay (g psudl LaBY)
dle ade S A (5 il L) 83l
dm\jum‘ 1l eYail Jé 2010
eﬂ\ u_mu\_g 2\:\3 | a).ur,]h }4.\3\
‘;o)s.i JLA.L\MY\ 4.\!_53.“ u_).u‘)“ paaciall
&S)w“-u;u
y.\j‘dd’.&k_\.ua.l‘\.lub \y‘tﬁsjj
G 2l 3 1.3 Jsa &) )
2024 5 2018 oo O s sid 3
e dd ag () () eud) SLaBY)
@n Seay! Il il ) 2080
AL sy )S-‘d.\ﬁ‘u.\culs
62};—!64.AJY‘ &‘}h.\\d.wdﬂ\ ew\@b‘)}u@QMY\ ‘;3.4”
800};.\.\)35.1).\1.;»;&4 umﬂ\w)ﬁhw&\uﬂ‘ﬂ):)hh
u);.“g_\.mu‘)yjq‘)b.\n

(i aty (daill) o jal) ddsa) jdaal)

Ailigiwg Ll wiyd jdion werl W

g_a_)sjbumy‘ }J\dﬂ\)&u\u)ﬂu\
e (LY e s e I
é)-m\ﬂu.u.\)l\kkacb\u}mw
eamﬂ‘uf-ae-ﬂfﬁé‘ 38  Jas
bJJMJJSA&‘LJA‘oJA.\AM k_\\_IY}“
£ 5 (o 3Y B b
mmjl,d\a)\fw\ssmﬂipb
(V) 28,50 Y 3 2934 82
cadll .Y 4.;5).@]\ 3 gaall g_x.L.&j
25298010 ) 24 5 0
@aw\‘p.wﬂ\ J\Y)J 2954 694-“‘—
M\M\dba&he}ujucu.\,_um‘wu.q\).a‘).\:.uls}
4.!}3‘}”} k—l)uA}AM DL\M‘J U\JLLMJ\ Q_I‘J)\J
(ipats A oSl (o)) ddina) aaall




I OiL FaLLs To EXTEND Last WEEK'Ss LOSSES

QOil prices fell in early trading on
Monday, extending losses from
last week, amid expectations of the
resumption of exports from oil fields
in Iraqi Kurdistan as investors await
clarification on talks aimed at ending
the war between Russia and Ukraine.
Brent crude futures fell 20 cents, or
0.3 percent, to $74.23 a barrel. U.S.
West Texas Intermediate crude fell
28 cents, or 0.4 percent, to $70.12
a barrel. Crude fell more than $2
a barrel on Friday, also recording
weekly declines.

All eyes remain on talks aimed at ending Russia's war on Ukraine,

which enters its fourth year today.

Source (Kuwait's Al-Rai newspaper, Edited)

I Morocco.. ANNUAL INfIATION RISES BY 2 PERCENT

Inflation in Morocco rose 2% in
January year-on-year, according to an
official statistical body.

The High Commission for Planning
indicated that the recorded inflation
figure came after the rise in food
prices by 3.3 percent, and the prices
of non-food items by 1.1 percent. On
a monthly basis, the inflation rate rose
0.8 percent in January compared to
last December.

In December, the central bank
decided to cut the key interest rate to
2.50 percent, expecting inflation to

continue to decline in 2024 and 2025. In 2024, the inflation rate
rose by 0.9 percent, as the Kingdom was affected by the rise in the
prices of basic materials, especially energy, and the continuation

of drought years.
Source (Anadolu Agency, Edited)

“CHINA'S ALIBABA” PLANS To INVESt ABOUT $ 52 BILLION IN

ARTIfiCIAL INTELLIGENCE

China's Alibaba Group Holdings
has revealed that it plans to invest at
least 380 billion yuan ($52.44 billion)
in its cloud computing and artificial
intelligence infrastructure over the
next three years.

Alibaba  Group, the  Chinese
e-commerce giant, managed to
achieve its fastest quarterly growth
rate in its revenue in more than a
year, supported by a growing cloud
computing business and artificial
intelligence investments.

Alibaba's revenue for the quarter ended Dec. 31, 2024 grew 8
percent to 2,028.15 billion yuan ($39 billion) from the same period

in 2023, beating market expectations.
Source (Al-Arabiya.net, Edited)
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